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The official summer publication of the

Birch Lake Yacht Club

COMMODORE’S

COMMENTS

his past week was pretty quiet
I here on Birch. I believe that
most residents took this week to
rest up from the hustle and bustle of the
holiday. It is always nice to have com-
pany, but even nicer when you can just
sit, relax and enjoy the peace and tran-
quility of the lake.

Grab a beverage, bring an appetizer
to share and come on out this Friday for
the Birch Lake Flotilla. It is a great
way to socialize with friends and neigh-
bors. Look for more information on this
event in this week’s Barker.

The Ladies Golf Outing is fast
approaching so if you are interested, see
the sign-up information here in the
Barker. I am not a golfer but I hear
that it 1s always a great time.

This year marks the third year in a
row for the Family Picnic to be held at
the Yacht Club. Due to some unforeseen
circumstances, there have been some
changes this year, but they will not
affect the party atmosphere. There will
be food to share, the music will make
you want to get your groove on, and best
of all, this is a free event for Birch Lake
residents, their families and guests. So
come on out and be prepared to enjoy
yourselves.

This coming week experience a sun-
rise or a sunset, hug a loved one, spread
kindness where you can, and remember,
the sun always shines on Birch Lake,
even on a cloudy day.

~Commodore Deb

Family Picnic

Good day Birch Lakers! We hope
you have enjoyed the last two years of
the Birch Lake Family Picnic! As a

BLYC, Facebook and other social media
The Birch Lake Yacht Club DOES NOT have a Facebook page nor is it participating in any form
of social media. If you see Birch Lake Yacht Club information on any social media, the information
has not been provided, checked or approved by the BLYC, and may be incorrect or misleading. If you
have questions or concerns, please check http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm, or con-
tact any BLYC director or officer (see “officer and director” information in any edition of the Barker).

Birch Lake Calendar

July 21 Ladies Golf, details inside

July 22 BLYC Family Picnic,

5:30-9 pm

July 28 Men’s Golf, details inside

Aug. 5 Home Owner’s Assoc.
annual meeting, details inside

Aug. 5 Corn & Sausage Roast,
5:30-7 pm, BLYC

Aug. 12 - Don Harman Kidz
Regatta, Kings’, details tha

Aug. 26 Fall Dinner & BLYC
Annual Meeting, , details tha

Aug. 26 Junior Sunfish Fleet races, 11 am

Sept 2, 3 Labor Day Regatta,
(Sept 4 rain date), 11 am

Sept. 9 Sailing awards
luncheon, Frew's house (east side)

Sept. 30 Crockpot challenge,
details inside

2023 BLYC Board Meetings
Aug. 5, Sept. 9
BLYC Board meetings begin at 9 am, and they
are open to all lake residents

The Birch Barker will consider ads and editorial items for publication. E-mail items to onlinebarker@gmail.com, mail them (or put them in the stone mailbox to)
63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). For editorial contact Editor Phil at onlinebarker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text). For delivery concerns

contact Ron Niezgodski, birchbass1@gmail.com or 476-9317. For all other matters contact Commodore Deb Hall, at debber-

shall@gmail.com or 219-765-8691. DEADLINE is always Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.




— Birch Lake Notes —

board, the BLYC is happy to put on this
FREE event for the community! Please
plan to join us at the Yacht Club 7/22
from 5:30-9 pm. Whether it’s your first
time there or your 100th, all are wel-
come, including your guests!

We are keeping with the off-site
parking this year, so please carpool, or
come on foot or by golf cart. Look for
the signs on where to park if you need
to drive.

This year, instead of providing food,
we are asking that last names A-M
being an appetizer to share, and last
names M-Z bring a desert.

The wonderful band, Bucket of
Maybes will play from 6-9 pm, and we
will have some games for the kids.
Bring a blanket or chair for seating out-
doors. The Yacht Club will be open for
food and seating indoors, and the bar
will be ready to serve! This is a commu-
nity event and all ages are welcome!
See you next weekend!

Homeowners annual meeting

The Birch Lake Homeowners
Association will hold its annual meeting
at approximately 10 am, following the
BLYC board of directors meeting on
August 5. A special guest will present a
refresher on the proper use of the auto-
mated external defibrillator (AED)
devices that are located around Birch
Lake. Everyone is welcome.

Birch Lake Yacht Club
WATER QUALITY
CONTRIBUTIONS

Contribute now with a click at:
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

GOAL TOIDATE
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(119 HOMES)
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NATED TO
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PER BIRCH

THE WATER
LAKE

QUALITY
FUND
HOUSEHOLD
TO DATE
(UPDATED
July 10)

We’ve got
a long way
to go!

*
percentage
and average F )
based on
234 homes
To donate for WATER QUALITY orany
BLYC activity or event, use the form in the back of
this week’s Barker or visit the website above

Birch Lake Yacht Club

FIREWORKS FUND
Our goal was $15,775 ...
WE MADE IT!

Contribute now with a click at:
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

[ $15,775

W= $17,121
Iy Updated
July 10, 2023
To donate for
FIREWORKS
or any BLYC activi-
ty or event, use the m m
form in the back of
this week’s Barker @Eﬁﬁ Cm
or visit the website 2024
above

TO DO LIST!

W Call Ashly 3 months
before turning 65 to
discuss your enroll-
ment in Medicare Parts
A&B

B Avoid Penalties! If
over 65, ask employer
for proof of insurance.
B Watch for your new
Medicare card to arrive
in the mail.

Let’s Talk! Over-the-phone
appointments welcome!
No cost!

No obligation!

ReadylIsetl
Turning 65? | Can Help!
v’"Medicare Advantage
v'Medicare Supplement
v'Prescription Drug Plans
v’Multiple Insurance Companies

MedicareY//Healthl//Small(Group]//Lifel/[Supplemental

Ashly Connaughton

Licensed Insurance Agent

Keep This List! (269) 312-1410

awelch@HealthMarkets.com

hr?waalFEets

803 CR 6 East, Suite B, Elkhart, IN 46514

FCANIHELP!

New/to) Free!Consultation!

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

Cassopolis

Thomas J.
Mosier

Waterwell
Dril_li :

M-60 E

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008




— Birch Lake Notes —

Barker delivery help needed

Barker delivery coordinator Ron
Niezgodski is looking for a delivery per-
son for the Barker on the south side to
replace Julie Lacy. If you are interested,
please contact Ron at birchbassl@gmail.
com or 476-9317.

BLYC Men’s Golf Outing

Reminder - the BLYC Men’s Golf
Outing will be on July 28, and the dead-
line for registration is the week of July
17! We are also still looking for $100
hole sponsors, which includes a sign at

..-s:-"""'—_
BUBBLY BOAT
GLEANING SERVIGE

DISCOUNT
FOR

- \. BUBBLY BI_:IAV

the hole as well as dinner at the yacht
club. And we are looking for door prize
donations. Questions - john.ball0452@
gmail.com, text or call 574-535-3736.

Ladies’ Golf Outing

Ladies! The BLYC annual ladies’
fun golf outing is Friday, July 21. Grab
three of your besties and join us at
Spruce Ridge Golf Course. Tee off is at 9
am, with an enjoyable luncheon after-
wards at the Wounded Minnow in
Dowagiac.

You say you’re not a good golfer? We
don’t care. It’s a
best ball scramble
S0 everyone can
come and play with-
out any worries. If
you are unable to
get a foursome
together let us
know and we’ll help
find you a great
group of ladies

. Cleaning Service_

WEEKLY
WASH!

LT

CONTACT
US NOW £7 per foot
$10-$20 per foot

o 574-807-2786 ADD-ONS:

bubblyboatcleaning

G HLob $20-560 per foot

£5 per foot

Interior surface cleaning, vinyl protection, windows,

(FOR THE EXTRA DIRTY BOAT)

HULL WASH & WAX (MUST BE ON TRAILER)

CARPET SHAMPOOING

who'll make it a fun
day.

Just want to
enjoy the lunch
without golfing?
There’s space for
that too. Check out
the Ladies Golf
(®) Outing form in this
Barker for more
info or call one of

YOGA at the YACHT CLUB

: Join us for yoga at the Yacht Club

: @ 9-10:15am on July 6, 13, 15, 20, 29
: @ August 3, 10, 12, 17, 19, 24, 31

: @ $5 for water quality

: @ Most Thursdays and 4 Saturdays

Bring:
: @ yoga mat, two beach
: @ towels or blankets for Yoga

: Nidra Shavasana (The YC is cold &

: cold floor, body temp will drop)

: @ A pillow or two for under the

: knees and head

: @ An eye pillow or scarf to block
! light

Satori Guest House
11979 M60
Jones, MI 49061
airbnb.com/h/satoriguesthouse

Satori Guest Cottage
11987 M60
Jones, MI 49061
airbnb.com/h/satoricottage

Only 7 minutes away from
Swiss Valley Ski Lodge.
Owners - Kevin & Buffy Mallo
“All the little touches matter”

*Both properties are adjacent to
each other and may be rented
together for larger parties.

Located next to Satori Salon and Spa on M-60

Bookable through Airbnb.com
OR by calling (269) S06-1577

Satori Guest Properties

3 =]

Hosts: Kevin & Buffy Mallo

" >

Bo Show pricing still in effect on all inventory

“ APOLLO

MARINE

SALES'®'SERVICE @ STORAGE

South side of Gravel Lake
15355 96th Avenue, Lawton, Mi
49065
www.apollomarine.net

423-6011
1-888-996-BOAT

We serve all area lakes
We rent pontoon boats




— Birch Lake Notes —

I st r 1 -
= ! ' Artie McElwee’s (north side) Yeti statue
YOGA and MIMOSAS??7? got some new clothes in honor of Art-
The YO YO girls gathered after yoga class to toast the 70th birthday of teacher
Claudia Phipps. For information on the class see the details printed in this Barker.
Pictured are, back row: Sandy Vitale, Sue Williams, Vickie Rogers, Donna Hogo-
boom, Cynthia Davis, Karen Brovold, Leslie King, Sue Davis, Jennifer Ball, Amy
Troeger , front row: Nina Frurip, Brittany Marlow, Claudia Phipps, Irene Steffen,
Nancy Ball.

us. Lunch should start around 11:30 or gory. Basket raffle, and 50/50 to benefit

so. Come join us. our Water Quality.

~Carol McCoy, Blair Garceau Entries will allowed in at 5:30 pm.

Tasting will begin at 6.
Crockpot Challenge This year, we will again sponsor a
The 2023 Crockpot Challenge will food drive for the Food Bank of Cass ; _ =

be September 30 at the BLYC. Again County. Please contribute with non-per-  Unknown bird in Bruce Wagner’s (Cove)
there will be two categories: Savory and  ishable foods. Let’s help our community!  yard hoping to fly away soon. What bird
Sweet. Prizes will be given for each cate- is this? Bruce is not much of a “birder.”

11920 McKinley St.
Jones, Michigan

. 5Q 2
Offering our Guests... 5 ‘A
L Hair Services s Salon & Spa
L Facials & Hydrafacial JT : 26
- Eyelash Lift & Tint - ( ) %ﬁ
. Pedicures & Mlanicures b 269 244 5510 [=1%
. . -

® hiain :E.',E{tEI'lSIOI.'lS : WWw.satorisalonandspa.com
b Sugaring - Hair Removal Email: satorisalonspa@gmail.com
. WaKing b
& Wedding Parties - Organic Salon & Day Spa

; Hufora Hair prociects & Satori Sln Chire Prochucts
- Fift Cards

Understanding ’
“Insightful '
Effectives THK LAw, LLP
Local—
Estate planning
Elder law
Business counsel
Mediation
Litigation

Cassopolis | South Bend | Elkhart
269.445.1818 | thklaw.com




— Barker Kid of the Week —

Happy Pancake Breakfast and Happy 4th of July from Luke,
Raegan and Jane (grandkids of Papa T Kuhn and Grandma
Jan Temple, west shore).

Birch Barker Kids of the Week
Want your kid to be a Barker Kid of the Week? Mail (or
drop off) your photo (with a SASE if you want it back) to
Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, Ml 49095 or email ' R
me at Sailorphil@PhilVitale.com or Onlinebarker@gmail. Lauren Belle Snider (Cove) admiring Mr. Bruce’s (Wagner,

com ... no texts! Cove) infamous or famous SNACK BASKET.

Birch Lake ¥all Dinner
"The Ranch”
at birch Lake Yacht Cilub
August 26
Cocktails 5:30-6pm
Chuckwagon BBQ
Rustied up by Bullseye Market at 6pm

Brisket, Chicken 3
all the Fixin's
$25 per cowboy

Open Bar

%— Kick Up Your Heels %'

Prize for best dressed Cowboy or Cowgirl
Please make checks payabie to
BLYC and mail to Sue Davis
63134 birch Road Vandalia Mi 49095
contact Sue Davis at eyesnd/ Gegmail.com.

Deadiine for reservations August 18
Tickets online at www.birchlakeyachtclub.com




— Barker Kids of the Week —
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* “The perfect location between
Michigan and Indiana”

Pat McGann, Birch Lake Resident, East Side

i - » " - A o a .
o -~ ¢, i lok . - I 5 . Y, .-
PONRN | & ° '
- i N -
. ~ Pt £ o o g
i L [ u-..--“‘. 1 I f,‘ 'y
, (18 / A v i
+ LA
— -. ,
* -~
MWW
- / o
I H o
AN n a” oty
m NS | GATHERINGS i

0

, TEXTIN |
S DT

Winner of the Birch Road par-
allel parking contest over the
July 4 weekend.

Thanks to Dan Waxman for the
photo
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NOW HIRING FULL AND PART TIME POSITIONS




MFLEET CAPTAIN’S CORNER Lot

A borderline weather forecast
gave us some hope for sailing
last Sunday. Committee Boat
Captain Ron Niezgodski, ever the
optimist, was out early on Sun-
day morning getting his pontoon
boat ready to go. But to quote
veteran sailor Bob King, “Instead
of building, the wind fizzled.”

No wind, no sailing, ‘nuff said.

Hoping for good wind next Sun-
day!

~F.C. Steve

e
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Sat. Aug. 12th — 1-3 pm.
Nautical Knot tying tutorial
Sunfish rigging / sail-away

Cookies, punch & kid stuff

BYO: pFD (lifejacket) / squirt guns

A Tri-County Bookkeepers & CPAs

tax accounting & payroll services since 1955

2525 Lake Pine Dr, Suite A - 5t Joseph, MI 49085

An accounting practice serving
southwestern Michigan for over
60 years specializing in
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager,
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions,
financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off
the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for
you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We’'ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

Tri-County Bookkeepers & CPAs

2525 Lake Pine Dr., Suite A
Saint Joseph, Ml 49085

269-926-2191

(O’Donnell’s Docks 1ic

Southwest Michigan’s Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters

Sales and service of all
major docks, boatlifts and

water front accessories.
For an online quote, o to

EYE
www.odonnellsdocks.com E,%

12097 M-60 ¢ Jones, MI
269-244-1446
info@odonnellsdocks.com
Autorized Dealer For:

== " @inc.

Serving you for
over 30 years!

.

- —




— Water Quality Report —

t is not unusual at this point in the
summer to see a change in the clarity
of the water on our lake. By this we
mean the transparency, or how clearly
we can see the bottom of the lake at differ-
ent depths. This is measured on a weekly
basis by the water quality committee
(Jennifer Ball now) using what is called a
secchi disk and recorded weekly from May
until September. The highest transparen-
cy 1s seen usually in late May to potential-
ly early June. With the warming of the
water, enhanced sunlight, and increased
lake activity transparency degrades. So,
while a secchi disk may be visible at any-
where from 25-40 feet in the spring it may
only be possible to see it a 7-10 in mid and
late summer. There are three somewhat
interrelated causes for the degradation of
transparency. Transparency is also a part
of the measuring stick used to ascertain
the health of the lake and changes with
time.

1. Suspended sedimentary ma-
terials. Disturbance of the lake bottom
results in sediment being brought into the
water column and depending on size some
of these particles may remain for extended
periods of time. In the spring with little
boat traffic this will be primarily due to
wind from storms. When the lake has not
yet developed a thermocline (a tenuous
barrier between the warmer lighter water
and the heavier colder water) storm
disturbance can extend deep into the lake.
With the development of the thermocline
this storm effect is reduced and we can

reach maximum transparency before
extensive boat traffic. However, starting
especially during the Memorial Day week-
end, boat traffic increases and prop wash
can extend 20-25 feet deep into the lake
washing up clouds of sediment. We cannot
eliminate this but we can reduce this.
Watch yourself on the east side of the lake
as there is a shallow area that extends 400
+ feet into the lake. Speeding in that area
can suspend considerable sediment. Also,
wait until past the drop off to accelerate a
boat pulling a skier, tuber, etc. This can
reduce some prop wash sediment. Addi-
tionally, on high boat traffic days, wave
action on the shoreline will cause scouring
of the lake bottom increasing sediment
suspension. Suspending sediment has

a secondary affect on the next topic as
phosphorous tends to be trapped in the
sediment. Suspending it can release
additional quantities of phosphorous, a
primary nutrient in the lake.

2. Algal Growth. As the water
warms and sunlight is abundant, algae
responds in the presence of nutrients with
a growth spurt. The higher the nutrient
level the more algae reproduce, increasing
algal density and thus decreasing trans-
parency. Decreasing sediment suspension
can have an affect by decreasing nutrient
levels and thus the amount of algae which
grows. We have modest levels of phos-
phorous, and algal growth as measured
by chlorophyll levels is usually modest as
well. However algal growth is a signifi-
cant factor in reducing transparency. Nu-

Repairs

INFINITY

HOME SERVICES..c

Home watch/property checks
Summer home opening
Closing/winterizing
Maintenance

Small projects
Short term vacation rental
Maintenance services

CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

trient levels can be affected by fertilizers,

road runoff, runoff from firepits, etc.

3. Calcium Carbonate precipita-
tion. We are a spring fed lake. A lot of
the spring water percolates through lime-
stone and brings with it some dissolved
calcium carbonate. As the water warms
calcium carbonate tends to precipitate
(come out of solution) forming microscop-
ically small but light scattering particles.
This can have a real effect on transparen-
cy. This is why the lake takes on a slightly
grayish cast rather than just green due to
algae. As the year progresses this calcium
carbonate precipitate finds its way to the
bottom forming marl. Yes, we are a marl
lake and some of us have more than oth-
ers.

So please think about the causes of
change in water clarity as you use and
enjoy the lake. Prop wash, fertilizers, and
runoff.

The Six Commandments
of Birch Lake Water Quality

I. Thou shalt prevent the spread of
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).

ll. Thou shalt minimize surface runoff.

Ill. Thou shalt minimize the effects of
waves.

IV. Thou shalt protect and expand
Natural Shorelines.

V. Thou shalt not allow phosphorus,
nutrients, and other undesirable
chemical elements to enter our lake.

VI. Thou shalt remain informed and
active about other Water Quality
issues

PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES

alphagraphics

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND

J@jf Awy \ST\R&\\@

Normally Open
7 days/wk

Infinity Home Services, LLC

269-259-1127

jim@infinitymichiana.com
http://www.infinitymichiana.com

11 am to Midnight

Carry Outs available
69608 Sunset Blvd

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317
http://www.zimmystavern.com

Zimmyville (Union), Michigan




Birch Lake Items of Interests

Barker delivery WORD
The Most Common Pets SEARCH
Cassopolis Post
Ofﬁcz has o FERRETLTIARTGCMA Wi
tacted us about
the Barker being D NI R UI I KP AKC S E IGDL&NA
delivered in mail- L OI H Z A/U ENTETK G RAT
boxes, warning N R N A E G U B'1I R D AT E HAMSTER
us that delivery CHINCHILLA
of any items that E S R DK O I T E S L I K L Eg; |F: E
do not have K DH B T D TMHTULTGNTI GERBIL
postage to mail- C A S NAKEUH HTIRAUK B SNAKE
boxes is illegal, CAT
and that if we I R I HG K EHTIEIKA AMHR CHFIICSJ'EN
coqtinue using . H E S R HTCRUFETNAE FERRET
mail boxes, we will pe fined. . C THAHNAATIANATIG MOUSE
Some lake residents have told carri-
ers they do not want Barkers piling up in D s T s I ELTRUTMTTI How many
doors, as it gives the look of an empty UMNU HTIMRTACNTETZHR R of these
home and increases the possibility of a word_s can
break-in. Nonetheless, the delivery team I ACIRFTIHMOUSEHR you find in
has been instructed to NOT deliver in or on HHETF GIUPATENTIWUG this puzzle?

mailboxes, but to find an alternative. Vic
Jones (east side) has placed a box in his
driveway (see photo) for residents who

The Moon this Saturday

haven't made arrangements for deliver to (At Midnight, US Central time, viewed from the Birch Lake)
lluminated Fraction: 0.021
1.5 days before new moon

pick up their own Barkers ... Many resi-
dents have attached a length of PVC pipe
to their mailbox stand for delivery. If you
would like to arrange an alternative place
for delivery (see photo above of Barker
delivery option), contact Ron at 476-9317).
If you do not wish to have the Barker deliv-
ered at all, email birchbass1@gmail.com
or call Ron Niezgodski at 476-9317.

SUNRISE: 06:18:53 AM
SUNSET: 21:17:15 PM

1.5 days before new moon

MOONRISE: 03:57:25 AM

Birch Lake Ladies’ FUN Golf Quting
Friday, July 21, 2021

Spruce Ridge Golf Course, Dowagiac
9 AM Tee Off - $45 per golfer
Please arrive no later than 8:30 AM
Fee includes cart and lunch

Lunch at Wounded Minnow following the outing

If you don’t golf but would like to join us at noon for lunch
Please register and pay $20

If you'd like to sponsor a hole please contact either:
Carol McCoy 708-738-3962 or Blair Garceau 574-261-9817

Don't have a team? Sign up and we'll help find you one.

Registration Form

Team Members (list captain first with phone number)

Please make checks payable to BLYC . Bring or mailto :

Carol McCoy, 63021 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 or

Deadlline for registration is Sunday, July 16

MOONSET: 20:19:19 PM
DAYLIGHT HOURS: 14 Hr 58 Min 22 Sec

NRGH (AE

This beautiful poster is on sale this summer for $25 while supplies last. It
measures approximately 23” X 35", and would be a great addition to your
home. The proceeds will be used for needed improvements to the yacht
club building. Posters may be purchased through Becky Wiseman, 14910
Birch Lakeshore Drive (south side) on Saturday and Sunday from 11 am
to 1 pm. Make checks payable to BLYC.

Editor’s note: The poster was produced from a painting by former
Birch Lake resident and artist Coy Jankowski.
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Birch Barker Funnies
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me going on a stupid little daily walk
For my stupid physical and mental health

When doctors get shiprwrecked.

A man and woman are having
dinner in a restaurant.

A waitress who is serving at the
next table, notices the man slowly
sliding down the chair, until he
disappears under the table, whiist

am the woman appears completly
unconcerned, and appears not
The plumber said: e saliccge o
"Wh _haven't you Pald The waitress, concerned, went over
the C ill for th_e W?I’k | and dis?l;etly M'lisper?d tol:{:l?l
did last Fnc!ay s think your husband has just slid
Paddy replied: under the table!”

“well lt was not What She replied, "No actually, he's

YOU qUOtEd" just walked in the front door!™

AND YOUR V

The plumber said:
"l didn’t give you a
quote?’

Paddy replied,
"Yes you did! when |
asked what day you

could come? you said

you were free on
Friday!

il




Homemade Peri Peri Chicken

his peri peri chicken recipe features a great the grates.
I spicy marinade for an African dish that’s great 3. Place chicken onto the preheated grill; discard
for a barbecue. Nice with salad and fries, but marinade. Cook, turning occasionally, until skins are
I like adding it to a pita with salad and garlic Greek slightly charred and the juices run clear, about 30
yogurt (3/4 cup Greek yogurt and 3 cloves of crushed minutes. An instant-read thermometer inserted into
garlic with finely chopped chives). Don’t go on a date, the center of chicken should read at least 165 degrees
though ... it gives you wicked garlic breath! F (74 degrees C).

Prep Time: 5 mins, Cook Time: 30 mins
Additional Time: 3 hrs, Total Time: 3 hrs 35 mins WanEvilie
Servings: 4

Ingredients
* 1 cup fresh lemon juice
Y% cup paprika
2 tablespoons hot chili powder
3 cloves garlic, minced
1 % teaspoons chopped fresh ginger
1 % teaspoons salt
4 bone-in chicken breast halves

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
Open for Lunch and Dinner

Directions Located on the beautiful St. Joseph River
1. Stir together lemon juice, paprika, chili pow- .
der, garlic, ginger, and salt in a large bowl until well 10188 US 12! MOtt\.""e

combined. Add chicken; rub until well coated and (2 6 9 ) 4 8 3 _2 3 o 5

marinate in the refrigerator for 3 hours.
2. Preheat a grill for medium heat and lightly oil

Th/\/

Get a FREE market analysis!

269-445-8877

Paul@ThelLakeLife.com

LAKE LIFE

REALTY GROUP

LISTINGS NEEDED!

NOW IS A GREAT TIME
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 Paul@ThelLakelife.com




— Camp Tannadoonah —
Half way through already!

've reached the halfway
point of the summer — we’re
currently midway through
Week four, and have four
weeks left with campers! It goes so fast
every year.

It’s hard to believe that this is the
point of the year where we start planning
for next summer already. We've tenta-
tively set the camp dates for 2024, and
I've started building out the budget for
next year. A lot of people ask Gabby and
I what we do “the rest of the year.” While
the off-season is certainly not as intense
as summer is at camp, we definitely stay
busy throughout the year.

Camp Tannadoonah is owned and
operated by Camp Fire River Bend. In
addition to Camp T, we operate two
before and after school programs at local
schools. Miss Carmen, our CIT director
during summer camp, is our School Year
Programs Director, and oversees the staff,
students, and curriculum at each of these
programs.

At Sam Adams Elementary in
Cassopolis, we have before school pro-
gramming every morning (Monday
through Friday, every day of the school
year) from 7:15 to 8:45 am when school
starts. And every afternoon from 3 to 6pm
after school lets out. That program typi-
cally has 30-35 kids every morning, and
averages 12-15 students every afternoon.

We also have after school at Good Shep-
herd Montessori School in South Bend.
That program is only after school, and
runs from 3:15 to 5:30 every afternoon
of the school year. And for both schools,
we offer all day programs on scheduled
days off school (like teacher professional
development days, or President’s day).

Our Camp Fire council also runs
the National Camp Fire store online.

Our basement at the Welcome Center is
FULL of Camp Fire clothing, books, and
emblems. In Camp Fire programs, kids
can earn “emblems” for their accomplish-
ments — similar to scouts earning badges.
We get orders from the other 47 Camp
Fire Councils across the country, and ship
them out to them.

Gabby spends a good part of the fall /
winter / spring working with rentals — we
have church groups that rent camp to run
programs, weddings, family reunions,
baby showers, and other events. And we
have fall and spring programs of our own,
like Family Camp weekends in Septem-
ber and May, and our Grown Up Camp
Weekend. She also spends the off-season
hiring staff, marketing camp to potential
campers, taking registrations, planning
curriculum for the summer, and ordering
supplies for camp.

This year’s Grown Up Camp Week-
end will be held September 29 — October 1
at Camp T. Anyone over age 21 is invited

CAMP TANNADOONAH

BiRCA LAKE

http:/tannadoonah.org

to attend! It’s a wonderful opportunity to
come out and spend a fun and relaxing
weekend at camp. We have cocktail cruis-
es on the lake, traditional camp activities
like archery and crafts, and more grown
up activities like yoga and craft cocktails.
My favorite part of the weekend is late
nights around the campfire, singing camp
songs. The weekend is open to everyone!
You don’t have to be a camp alum to join
us for Grown Up Camp! If you're inter-
ested, you can register now at register.
tannadoonah.org

~Mrs. Amber

Considering selling your lake home or property?

=2 K
M

Dennis

THE DENNIS BAMBER GROUP
LAKE & WATERFRONT SPECIALISTS

Don’t wait!

Here are a few great reasons to put your home on the market.

* Beat the competition * Inventory is at an all time low ¢ Plenty of qualified buyers actively looking
* More people than ever are looking for a second home

Dennis Bamber and his group sold over 100 waterfront and lake
access homes in Michigan and Indiana over the past few years.

Dennis has been a Diamond Lake resident for over 30 years.
Many of the group’s listings sold quickly and over asking price.
Take advantage of their wealth of experience.

-

“Not intended to solicit any properties already listed for sale with another real estate agent.

Cressy&FEverett1

Above. And Beyond.

701 Spruce Street * Dowagiac, MI 49047
RSPS

REAL ESTATE

019 * * * * 09
Cheairman s Cl

574-532-3808

dennisbamber@cressyeverett.com



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE: with big platform. Plenty of parking. Possible sk, mesh. It looks brand new.
For Sale: INVACARE Microair 85 hos-  pontoon, row boat, and sailboats available for rent. 2. A Lifetime paddle (right).
pital bed. Purchased from Alick's Home Medical ~ Sleeps six in beds, room for more. Contact Pat The items are under
five years ago for $3,685. Make an offer. CallBudZ ~ McGann callltext 574-532-5377. our deck, if the owners wish
(East shore) 269-476-2526 to retrieve them.

Interested in a unique fun vacation? Check out our
For Sale: Walking Chair, new condition, cher-  Florida Village house at ourhome4rent. FREE
ry red color. $50. Call Bud Z (East shore) 269-476-  com/cjp Call 574-596-2154 for more info. Free Sunfish. Needs
2526 repair. Text or call 616-272-
: ", FOUND 9046.

FOR RENT: : If either or both of these —
Birch Cottage 4 Rent: Three bedroom, @l items are yours call SERVICES:
one bath with tub and shower, lakefront house on YRRl Claudia Phipps at 574 | do sewing and mending at fair prices -
Birch Lake. New granite kitchen, new stainless appli- W p -596 -2154 Zippers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy at

ances with dishwasher, washer and dryer. Nice pier

Source.
1Bank

1stsource.com | Member FDIC

Straight Talk. Sound Advice. Bl Classified ads in the

had I:wo ittertnhs ) Barker are free to
wash up to their
BLYC members, $5/
Source.
Insurdance

shore this week.
; week for everyone
Insurance products and annuities are not insured bé/ the FDIC; are not
a

else. Send your ad
to onlinebarker@

deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve

investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly

gmail.com or sailor-
owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank. connected by a white

476-9317

Birch Barker
Classified
Advertising

phil@philvitale.com.

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

el Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
® Licensed Plumbers
® Drug-Free Employees
® Criminal Background Checked Employees
@® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done
® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

i After Hours
® True 24-Hour Emergency Service Emergency
® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels” Service

® Longest Warranties in the Business
® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours ol ACCREDITED

—— BUSINESS
BBB.

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, MI

A 269-687-7192 niies, m
o= D)8 B 866-751-1470 wres

&> " @8 Major Credit Cards Accepted

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net



HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

CLEAN UP AFTER FIDO!

Dogs gonna do what dogs gotta

do, so if your dog does it at Birch
Lake, please clean it up!

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

2023 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

BLYC OFFICERS

Deb Hall (C)........ooooonmrrcrriennens Commodore
219-765-8691 .......ccccenee debbershall@gmail.com
Sue Davis ... Vice Commodore
574-993-6031 ......oceovveeeeenne eyesnd76@gmail.com
Deb Spratt (N)....................c..... Treasurer (N)
476-2113 ..o debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W).....................
708-220-1506.............. mcsheffieck@gmail.com
Steve Frew, Fleet Captain (E).... 708-285-2999

stephenbfrew@gmail.com

BLYC Directors

Angela Bergan (E) ......cccccveineiennnne 561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com

Dave Carroll (W) ......cccoevevnncccrnnnnne 574-850-8359
carrolldavid39@gmail.com

Barb Cassady (E)......cccccvvereneeuerernnne 574-229-9815

barbcassady49@gmail.com

Ed Chester (E).......ocoveerivnrniccceinnne 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E) ........ccccocveeuenene 574-261-6712
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Bernie Garceau............ccocceceivienninicccns 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E).......ccovveneeerernnenens 574-315-0217
chas.grundy@gmail.com

P. Com. Pat McGann (E).........ccc.... 574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Laura Pence (E).....ccccecevunene. Ipence3@gmail.com
Sarah Petty (N)......c.cccovvnniicreinnene 574-274-9202
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N).......cccorreeerinnnnenenns i476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com

Vickie ROGErs (C) ...ccveererenirieerieerieens 476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N)......ccccoeoriinninecnnne. 476-2407

paramountp@aol.com

CLEAN UP
AFTER YOUR DOG

Scott Troeger (E)......cccvoerrerreneneieneenene 476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com
Phil Vitale (E).....cccovvviiicinnnnneccennne 476-1680

sailorphil@philvitale.com
or onlinebarker@gmail.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ......ccccevvrnenccereinrnenenes 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Dan Waxman (E), ....ccceoereevererercrercreeennns 317-506-1680
DWaxman@yversiti.org

Denny Weesner (S) ......cccceeveecneeenne 219-765-8602
dkwees@cs.com

Sue Williams (S)........cccvrvrnnieererninnenens 476-8886

smwilliams226@gmail.com

OTHER ATTENDEES
Paul Fallon (E)................ Chairman, Water Quality
476-1467 ... pauljfallon49@gmail.com
Blair Garceau (E)............ Chairman, Homeowners
476-9862.......ccoeeerereeieine blairgarceau@gmail.com

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

PAY YOUR

DUES NOW!

Support the BLYC, support our Lake, support our Community!

- BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

- BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10/ year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

WATER QUALITY/INVASIVE SPECIES

FIREWORKS FUND

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Building Improvement Fund

Safety Committee

Other non-party related expenses

BLYC Roof Fund
- BLYC AED Fund

- Misc.

Make checks payable to

BLYC

and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

Now you can go online at HTTP:/BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues




BLYC 63rd Annual Birch Lake Yacht Club

MEN’S GOLF OUTING

FOUR MAN FLORIDA SCRAMBLE

FRIDAY, JULY 28, 2023 $75/MAN* Bl

Hampshire Country Club - Dogwood Course

s .

29592 Pokagon Hwy., Dowagiac
Shotgun start at 8 am

Dinner and awards at BLYC

Cocktail Hour at 5 pm , Dinner and awards at 6 pm
Please submit your foursome registration to John Ball, 63690 Birch Road, Vandalia, Ml 49095 574-535-3736
Make checks payable to BLYC
Individual registrations available
If you don’t have a team, | can match you up

VushavelcempletediegiStiationSIbye vyl

Team prizes and contests
Prizes awarded at dinner

5 TEAM CAPTAIN:

Catered dinner at BLYC included
Donations of door & team prizes needed*

*If wou have access to logo or golf or lake related merchandise that could be donated, please

Contact John Ball at john.ball0452@gmail.com

1 2023 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing Foursome Information |

PLEASE PRINT NAMES

Please make checks payable to BLYC and mail to John Ball, 63690 Birch Road, Vandalia, Mi 49095

EMERGENCY HEART DEFIBRILLATOR
(AED) locations on Birch Lake

There are six (6) automated external defibrillator
units on Birch Lake. The boxes that contain these de-
vices are located at the following locations (see map):

1. West Shore, Sheffieck home,
62875 Birch Lakeview Dr.

2. North Shore, Smitley home,
14859 Birch Northshore Dr.15046

3. East Shore, Vitale home,
63174 Birch Rd.

4. South Shore, Eberhart home,
15046 Birch Lakeshore Dr.

5. South/East Shore, Troeger home,
63696 Birch Rd.

6. Southwest Shore, DeYoung home,
63255 Storey Hill St.

All units are on the ROAD SIDE of the property
and accessible by vehicle or on foot.

IN AN EMERGENCY:

1. CALL 911 and report the emergency
and the patient’s location immediately.
2. Pull the box open, remove the or-
ange-colored unit, TAKE IT TO THE
PATIENT and open the device by
pressing the white lever at the bottom.
3. An automated voice will guide you
through the setup and use of the de-
fibrillator. Follow the instructions as
they are given.

4. Continue to follow the instructions
as given, and stay with the patient until
help arrives.

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake




SUN
SHADE

AWNING

Retractable
Awnings
for Decks

and Patios

Roll Up Curtains for Screened Porches
I[ElexshadelVotorizedlZiplSystemlScreens;

FOR SHADE & PRIKWVACY . :
< =% DbBoat Covers

and Tops

Aluminum
Awnings

Contact Mark at 269-244-5307

markbidelman@comceast.net

12291 Bidelman Road
Three Rivers, MI 49093 @WI}HEES

www.SunandShadeAwning.com




